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 displayed in the wrong way, for when the shearmen had
damaged cloths by shearing too low and too close to the
thread they would ' powdre theym with flokkcs ' and
so conceal the injury.1 But, assuming that the shearman
had done his work satisfactorily, after the drawer had
skilfully repaired any small blemishes, the cloth was
ready for sale.
In view of the multiplicity of processes involved, it
is obvious that the manufacture of cloth must have
afforded employment to an immense number of persons.
An account written in Suffolk just over the borders of
our mediaeval period, in 1618, reckons that the clothier
who made twenty broad cloths in a week would employ
in one way and another five hundred persons.2 But even
at that time, when the capitalist clothier was firmly
established, there were not very many with so large an
output as twenty cloths a week, and in earlier times
there were very few approaching such a total. The
ulnager's accounts 3 of the duties paid on cloths exist
for most counties for the last few years of Richard II,
and throw considerable light on the state of the trade.
In the case of Suffolk for the year 1395, we have 733
broad cloths made by about one hundred and twenty
persons, of whom only seven or eight return as many as
twenty cloths ; the chief output, however, was narrow
cloth, made in dozens (pieces of 12 yards, a ' whole cloth '
being 24 yards) ; of these, 300 makers turned out about
9,200, fifteen of their number making from 120 to 160
dozens each. In the case of Essex there is more evidence
1	London Letter Book L, 196.
2	V. C. H. Suffolk, ii. 262.
8 Exch. K. R. Accts., bdles. 339-45.

